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countries might still remain under Fascism, overt or covert;,
others, on the opposite extremity, might go fully socialist; in
any case, the Soviet Union would be there; and in between,,
countries in different stages of advance towards democratic free-
dom and Socialism. Does not Europe to-day present exactly
such a picture? There is Spain on the one end, and on the
other, the Soviet Union. I do not want Spain to remain fascist
to fit into our pattern, so that it will be flawless; but she is-
there, as a matter of fact. The various countries, with varying.
. political and social institutions, make it impossible for the big.
Powers to have a united policy. Germany is divided into four
zones, each occupied by one of the big Powers. There are all
sorts of reports from each of those zones. We assume that the
zone occupied by the Red Army must be experiencing a greater
degree of freedom than the other zones. Perhaps that is true;,
the assumption may not altogether be unfounded. But the fact
is that we know very little about it. So, while it is natural for
us to assume that it is so in order to maintain our faith, is it
also permissible for us to quarrel with others on assumptions
which cannot yet be verified ? There have been events which are-
ominous. Recently, Kingsley Martin, editor of the "New States-
man and Nation" was in Berlin; he personally has always been
very friendly to the Soviet Union, although he is not a Com-
munist, but a Liberal. His paper has always been pro-Russian..
He visited Berlin and was found with a German Social-Demo-
crat who accompanied him to certain parts of the city. Together
with his German companion, he was arrested by the Russian
police; he was released after some time, but not his companion-
He protested and demanded the latter's release. He was advised
firmly to get away even without knowing the whereabouts of
the other man. Another instance is Michael Foot, Labour
Member of the Parliament and a near-Communist. He is a
greater friend of the Soviet Union than the whole C.P.G.B.,
because, whatever he writes is read by the entire British people,,
and taken seriously; whereas whatever is writen in the *'Daily
Worker" is read only by a few thousand - people at most, and
nobody believes it. . Recently, there has been much talk about
Persia in the press; people thought there was something wrong.
Foot wettt there to see -for himseif. A first-hand report by a-'